
  here has the year gone? It seems like summer just started and now its 

already time for Halloween and Christmas events!   
         It has been a great summer season overall. Just to dog-

gone short.  We have enjoyed strong community support as frequent 
donations steadily came in to the shelter. We have had great  turn outs at 
our monthly adoption events held at Albanese Candy Factory in Merrill-
ville and at our monthly on-site parking lot adoptions at our shelter that 
ŀǊŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ I{bLΩǎ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜΣ Mary Ann Massa. 
       Another of our warm weather fundraisers -- ά²hhC{Σ ²!D{ ϧ 
²Lb9έ -- again presented by the Tom Wisch All-State Agency of Chester-
ton was a huge success. Our sincere thanks to Tom, his staff, and all who 
came to enjoy this wonderful evening of live music and comfort foods.  
        With weather changing, cold winds blowing and snow blanketing the ground, we are already focusing on keeping our ani-
mals warm and well fed.  Donations of food, blankets, bedding, and towels will be a priority need. With holidays just around 
the corner, we are already collecting toys to give our animals on Christmas morning.  This is also a time when financial dona-

tions are greatly needed to get us through the harsh first 
quarter of 2026, always a lean time. 
      Here is what we have on tap in the remaining weeks of 
нлнрΦ CƛǊǎǘ ǳǇΧ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƻƴ October 24th for 
a special ά¢Ǌǳƴƪ hǊ ¢ǊŜŀǘέ event from 5-7pm at PET SUPPLIES 
PLUS (1676 E. Summit St.) in Crown Point. This is an evening 
of fun and games for pets and kids, including a pet costume 
contest, food options and a safe environment. HSNI is just 
one of many regional businesses at this spook-tacular event.  
     Then on Sunday, November 16th we invite you to bring 
friends and family to our special -- άCw99½LbΩ Chw C¦bέ -- 
holiday painting party at American Legion - Post #100 (1899 

Central Ave.) in Lake Station.  Crafty Critters will be there to sponsor this event 
while we paint adorable snowmen on specially prepared wood, so you can use them to deco-
rate your home or to give as special keepsake gifts 
for people on your gift giving list this Holiday Sea-
son.  More on page 
      Come and create some very cool seasonal art 
while helping our animals and helping us in our 
mission to save and find homes for homeless and 
abused animals in in our care. Reserve your seat 
ASAP as space is limited. Register and pay for your 
spot at this event no later than November 10th.  
Do so at either The Humane Society of NWI (6100 
Melton Rd.) in Gary, or by calling Deb Ballenger at 
(219) 743-9425. 
        /ƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ Ŧŀǎǘ ƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ HSNI Holiday Open 
House ŀƴŘ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ {ŀƴǘŀ /ƭŀǳǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ сǘƘ ŀǘ 
our shelter building on Melton Road.  We are thrilled that professional photographer CHRISTINE 
PARIS of Christina Paris Photography in Hobart will once again be on hand to take amazing pho-
tos of  your darling pets with Santa for a small donation of $15 to the shelter.   

More details on Page #4. 

  

 

HUMANE SOCIETY OF HUMANE SOCIETY OF 

NORTHWEST INDIANA NORTHWEST INDIANA   
6100 Melton Rd. (Rt. 20)  

Gary, Indiana 

(219) 938-3339 
HSNI relies solely on adoption 
fees and the very kind support 
and donations from our NWI 
neighbors and local businesses 
to keep operating.  Without 
YOU, our animals have no 
hope and no refuge. 

SHELTER HOURS: 

 MONDAY: 11:00 - 3:00 

 TUESDAY: CLOSED 

 WEDNESDAY: 11:00 - 3:00 

 THURSDAY: CLOSED 

 FRIDAY: 11:00 - 4:00 

 SATURDAY: 11:00 - 5:00 

 SUNDAY: CLOSED 

FALL / WINTER FALL / WINTER 

2025 2025 --20262026   

Fax: 219-938-4294 

W 

 

Woofs, Wags & Wineõs Woofs, Wags & Wineõs 

Tom Wisch and FriendsTom Wisch and Friends   

Scare Up Scare Up 

Some Fun Some Fun 

Our Trunk Our Trunk 

Or Treat Or Treat 

Event!Event!   



ALL  
ANIMALS 

THIS PAGE 
LOOKING 

FOR 
HOMES! 

All Animals shown available for adoption at the time άt!²{ ϧ w9!5έ was being printed. 

Local drop off locations for items on our WISH LIST other than the shelter are: 

TOM LOUNGES RECORD BIN 218 Main St. Hobart , IN  /  SERVICE DOCTOR @ 5150 U.S. Hwy. 30 Hobart, IN 

¶ Lysol Spray & Baking Soda 

¶ άCƻǊŜǾŜǊέ tƻǎǘŀƎŜ {ǘŀƳǇǎ  

¶ Clay Kitty Litter 

¶ Pedigree Puppy Food & Can 
Dog Food 

¶ Purina or Pedigree Dog Chow 

¶ Purina Cat & Kitten Chow 

¶ Small Bite Science Diet 
Puppy Food 

¶ Esbilac Puppy Formula 

¶ Soft Scrub with Bleach 

¶ Paper Towels & Fabuloso 

¶ Foam Glass Cleaner 

¶ 55 Gallon Trash Bags 

¶ Copy Machine Paper 

¶ Gas Cards & Gift Cards 

¶ Clean Blankets & Dog Beds 

¶ Gift Baskets for Events 

¶ Good Condition CDs and 
Record Albums for  
άaȅǎǘŜǊȅέ DǊŀō .ŀƎ tǊƛȊŜǎ 

UPCOMING HUMANE SOCIETY NWI EVENTS!  

ALL  
ANIMALS 

THIS PAGE 
LOOKING 

FOR 
HOMES! HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE & 

PICTURES OF PETS WITH SANTA 
6100 MELTON RD. / MILLER, IN 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6TH  
Event Hours: 11am-3pm 

Join us for snacks, beverages and an opportunity to take a tour 
of our shelter and meet our animals.  Professional photogra-
pher CHRISTINE PARIS owner of Christina Paris Photography in 
Hobart, will once again will be on hand to take amazing photos 
of your pets with Santa at our annual άIh[L5!¸ ht9b Ih¦{9έ 
Photos require a small donation of $15 to the shelter.   

PET SUPPLIES PLUS  
MONTHLY ADOPT-A-THONS  
1676 SUMMIT ST./CROWN POINT, IN 

Every 3rd Saturday / 11am - 3pm 

OCT. 18,  NOV. 15,  DEC. 20,  JAN. 
17, FEB. 21, MARCH 21 & APRIL 18 

Every THIRD SATURDAY, our adorable and 
adoptable animals are on site to meet you 

at PET SUPPLIES PLUS in Crown Point.  

Updated at:  www.humanesocietynorthwestindiana.org  

TAILS OF LOVE @ 
WISE GUYS/SERVICE DOCTOR 

5150 U.S. 30. / HOBART, IN 

THURSDAY, FEB. 12, 2026  
Service Doctor and the folks over at-
Wise Guys Marketing and U-COOK 
will once again hosting our annual 
ά¢!L[{ hC [h±9έ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 9ǾŜƴǘΦ  
Food, Cocktails, Music, Fun for all! 

²9Ω[[ .9ΦΦΦ άCw99½LbΩ Chw ! w9!{hbέ 
@ AMERICAN LEGION POST #100 - 1899 CENTRAL AVE. - LAKE STATION 

SUNDAY,  NOV. 16th @ 2pm  
Bring friends and family by our άCw99½Lb Chw ! w9!{hbέ event to create cool art while help-
ing us in our mission to save and find homes for the many homeless and abused animals in our 
care. We will be painting snowmen on wooden plaques. A donation of $35 is requested. Come 
early and have breakfast with us before the event starts (8am-12pm) for just $10 more. 

  SWEET    SWEET      

              PEA PEA   

BE BEBE BE   

CHARMCHARM   

BLUEBLUE   

SNICKERSSNICKERS   

  LOLALOLA   

  MISTER MISTER 

WHISKERSWHISKERS   

ROCKYROCKY   

PARKERPARKER   

DELILAHDELILAH   

PAIGEPAIGE   

ORIELEORIELE   

MISSYMISSY   

CHESTERCHESTER   

SUSHISUSHI   

  FERNANDOFERNANDO   



ALL THE PEOPLE WHO DONATE FOR THE 
!bLa![{Ω ²9[[ .9LbD 
 
Heather Alexis 

Randy Andersdon 

Carolyn & Kristen Barden 

Vida Bartasius 

J. Biancotti 

Christina Boehm 

Cynthia Bradley 

Kathie Bruesch 

Kimberly Bucheit 

Joan Bynum 

Julia Byrd 

Patricia Callahan 

Thomas Cere 

Denise Charles 

Marie Siroky & CJ 

Pangere Corporation 

Dr. Kim & Vera Corey 

Vince Doll 

Pete Dyslin 

Kimberly Wyrobek Eurley 

Mike Flutka 

Julia Gerbash 

Lee & Diane Hobbs 

Child Pet Relief Fund Inc 

Hard Rock Casino Northern Indiana 

David & Roxanna Jasinski 

Patricia Kelly 

Dorothy Keyes 

Scott King 

Susan Klimek 

William & Ann Leavitt 

Irma Lee 

Mrs. Lee 

Deborah Lente 

Frank & Vanessa McManamon 

Northern Indiana Mechnical 

Kathy Michaels 

Carrie Napoleon 

Bill & Debra Oliver 

Kenneth & Julia Olsted 

Brittany Pankiewicz 

Valerie Reed 

David Relinski 

Sharon Robinson 

Judy A. Rodriguez 

Kay G. Rosan 

John & Mary Kaye Rzepka 

Lynn Schaller 

Marty & Amy Sikorski 

Wendy A. Smith 

Micheline Stanley 

Lori Stofcik 

Linde Gas & Equipment Hobart Team 

Karen Townsend 

Jesse Venegas 

Cynthia Vernon 

Paul Volk 

David & Carol Watkins 

Randall Wesselhoft 

Brenda Winters 

WIMS Radio/Gerard Media Co. 

Page 3  

All the people who donated food to us 
Northwest Indiana Martial Arts Academy 
Robert Acosta 
Bruce & Judith Ayers 
Josh & Cilla and their fur babies 
Deb Ballinger 
Laurie Brands 
Darlene Breitenstein 
Michael Buchanan 
June Boswinkle 
Jo Ellen Carabin 
Kappa Kappa Kappa, Inc.  
Gary-Merrillville-Winfield/Beta Rho Chapter 

aǳƴǎǘŜǊ WǳƴƛƻǊ ²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ /ƭǳō 
Miller Citizen Corporation 
Sue Culliane 
Wilbur & Jean Davis 
Lynette Dobrowoiski 
Carmen Dulanty 
Terence & Denise Eckrich 
Tom & Kate Fairbairn 
John W.  Anderson Foundation 
Thomas Frangos 
Jennifer Gerber 
Susan Graves 
Albanese Confectionery Group 

Garry Grygotis 
Donnie & Sheila Hampton 
Donna Harris 
Mark Hendrickson 
Broadway Pet Hospital 
Miller Community Fund INC. 
Jerry Kanies 
Rebecca Kendall 
Karin Kirulis 
Rema Krutulis 
Annie Kuss 
Edward & Kathleen Lackhouse 
Deborah LaVelle 
Katherine Lessintine 
April Littleton 
Tom Lounges Record Bin LLC 
Tom Lounges Entertainment, LLC 
Tom & Alice Lounges 
Ricky & Mary Martinez 
Mary Ann Massa 
Sherri Matthews  
Michael W. Mioduski 
Michelle, Jen and Mom 
Monosol 
Miller Brake & Muffler 
Hidi Nordbrock 

Peg Ozimec 
Steve & Georgiann Pangere 
Roxanne Poturalski 
Ted & Wendy Prettyman 

PrintSolutions 
Dr. Laurence Reed 
Valerie Reed 
Judith Rodriguez 
Myron Rosenthal 
Michael Ross 
Lori Rush 
John & Mary Kay Rzepka 
Paul & Cynthia Rogers (Bad Co.) 
C. Pierce Middle School 
The Service Doctor 
Mike & Tina Seryneck 
Plesko Sisters 
Randall &  Alice Spurlock 
Linda Stone 
Mike Strange 
Sophia Stratton 
Renaissance Towers 
Rueban & Maria Valdez 
Viktoria Voller 
All HSNI Volunteers 
Patricia Walton 
Freida White 
Wise Guys Marketing 
Lisa Zelaya 

THANK YOU! 

  HUMANE SOCIETY ANGEL S 
    Those Who Go Above & Beyond!  
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THE LATEST SCOOP! (and we ain't talkin' kitty litter!) 

      Humane Society of Northwest Indiana needs donations of both dry and wet food for pup-

pies, kittens and cats.  We have taken in an abundance of cats, some were pregnant, which 

means we also now have an abundance of kittens.  We have a LOT of very hungry mouths to 

feed here.  So please consider picking up and dropping off Purina Brand dry and wet cans of 

food.  More information or specifics, please call us at:  (219) 938-3339. 

      hǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ άI{bL hǇŜƴ IƻǳǎŜέ is when we do our annual 
άtƛŎǘǳǊŜ ¸ƻǳǊ tŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ {ŀƴǘŀέ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴΦ  LǘΩǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ 
shelter building -- 6100 Melton Road -- in the Miller Beach section 
of Gary on December 6th from 11:00am to 3:00pm.  
       We are thrilled that professional photographer CHRISTINE 

PARIS of Christina Paris Photography in Hobart will once again be on hand to take photos of  your darling 
pets with Santa for small a $15 donation to the shelter.   
      Stop by and get photos of yourself and your pets with Santa, while enjoying some complimentary light 
refreshments.  Take  a tour of our facility to see how your donations are being used, while meeting some 
of the animals your continued support is currently helping. Dress your pet or pets up in their holiday best 
ǘƻ ǎƛǘ ƻƴ ƻƭΩ {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ ƭŀǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ 
Christina will capture the special moment and all you and your pets have to do is smile. A minimum $15 
donation gets you a sitting with SANTA CLAUS and a chance to visit with the animals in our care and help 
to brighten their season as well.  They love having visitors.  

           

 
        CHRISTMAS is coming!  We ask animal lovers to donate new toys for our dogs and cats, so they 

can awaken on Christmas Morning to find a new toy just for them in their kennel. Help us brighten 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎǊƛǘǘŜǊǎ ōȅ ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ not been forgotten by SANTA, nor by hu-

mans who care.  So, when you are out and about doing the shopping for those on your holiday list, 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƪŜŜǇ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŦǳǊ ōŀƭƭǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘΦ  ²Ŝ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ ƘŜƭǇŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

sneak into all the kennels in the early morning hours and put a special toy for them to find, so they 

know they are not forgotten. 

        As Christmas fast approaches, please think of giving gifts from our Humane Society of Northwest Indi-

ana Gift Shop. We have great stocking stuffers like Pet Odor Exterminator Candles in an array of scents that 

include holiday staples like άtǳƳǇƪƛƴ ϧ {ǇƛŎŜΣέ ά/ƛƴƴŀƳƻƴ !ǇǇƭŜΣέ άDƛƴƎŜǊōǊŜŀŘΣέ and others.  

       Our HSNI t-shirts come in many sizes, we have fleece blankets purr-fect for couch cuddling during cold 
winter months, and car magnets also make great stocking stuffers for the animal lovers on your list.   
       This year we have a new gift suggestion!   For those with children on their gift giving list -- we have a trio 
of delightful books that tell the tales (or is that άǘŀƛƭǎέ) about rescue dogs written by region-based author 
LINDA STONE.   

      The first of the books ά.ǳōōƭŜǎ ¢ǊƻǳōƭŜǎέ was written 
about a dog Linda actually adopted from our shelter, the 
Humane Society of Northwest Indiana. Proceeds from the 
book sold at the shelter benefit our animals.  Consider add-
ing these books to the library of your kids or grandkids. 

SHELTER HOURS 
11am to 3pm Monday &Wednesday 

11am to 4pm Friday;  

11am to 5pm Saturday.  
Closed Sunday, Tuesday & Thursday. 

WE NEED PUPPY, CAT & KITTEN FOODWE NEED PUPPY, CAT & KITTEN FOOD  

PICTURE  OF YOUR PET WITH SANTA CLAUS! PICTURE  OF YOUR PET WITH SANTA CLAUS!   

BE SANTA TO OUR ANIMALSBE SANTA TO OUR ANIMALS   

GIFTS THAT GIVE BACKGIFTS THAT GIVE BACK   ARE IN OUR HSNI GIFARE IN OUR HSNI GIF T SHOP!T SHOP!   

Children on your holiday gift list will love these special 
books by regional author LINDA STONE 

 

SAVE THE DATE!!!!  
PET ROCK 2026 ~ MARCH 28th  

@ ST. SAVA SERBIAN HALL / Merrillville  
with MR. FUNNYMAN and special guest  

Tickets on Sale Soon!  Give Tickets as Holiday Gifts!  



In Memory of MARY HENDRICKSON 
from ELENOR & DELMAR 
  
In Memory of MARY HENDRICKSON 
from DAVID & SARAH GARCIA 
  
In Memory of MARY HENDRICKSON  
from FRIENDS & FAMILY 
  
In Memory of YVONNE LARSON  
from JACK & KATHLEEN MANSKE 
  
In Memory of MAX  
from JOELLEN CARABIN 
  
In Memory of WAYLON THE DONKEY  
from JOELLEN CARABIN 
  
In Memory of STIG FOGLAND  
from FIDELITY BROKERAGE SERVICES 
  
In Memory of DAN DAVICH   
from CYNTHIA VERNON 
  
In Memory of LADY  
from MARY ANN & SUE 
  
In Memory of GIZMO  
from MARY ANN & SUE 
 
In Memory of URSULA DRESSNER  
from SHARON COLWECK & ARLENE MSGOC 
  
In Memory of ESTER POTURALSKI  
From Loving Daughter ROXANNE POTURALSKI 
 
In Memory of URSULA DRESSNER   
From Loving Son MICHAEL ROSS 

In Memory of BABY KOALA  
From her Mom SUSAN CADLE 
 
In Memory of KOALA   
from MARY ANN & SUE 
  
In Memory of JERRY BALLINGER  
from VIKTORIA VOLLER 
 
In Memory of LARRY FISHER   
from JAN LEVY 
  
In Memory of LARRY FISHER 
from VIKTORIA VOLLER 
 
In Memory of LESLIE HANNA  
from SUSAN RIDGELY-COHEN 
  
In Memory of FOZZIE  
from VIKTORIA VOLLER 
 
In Memory of JAMES ARBER 
from ANITA McDONALD 
  
In Memory of BANDIT  
from ROBERTA BIGGOT 
  
In Memory of BRYANT MATTHEWS  
from JUDITH SAWYER 
 
In Memory of BRYANT MATTHEWS  
from KATHLEEN ADAMS & NANCY WEBER 
 
In Memory of BRYANT MATTHEWS  
from JANET PAULSON 
 
In Memory of BRYANT MATTHEWS  
from FRAN DANEK & RENIE  GREEN 

 
In Memory of BRYANT MATTHEWS  
from LINDA PASTERNAK 
 
In Memory of BRYANT MATTHEWS  
from ANGELINA CORSALE & PAT ADCOCK 
 
In Memory of BRYANT MATTHEWS  
from BRENDA SHEETZ 
 
In Memory of BRYANT MATTHEWS  
from PHYLIS WAYCO 
 
In Memory of BRYANT MATTHEWS  
from JANET SHEFFER 
 
In Memory of BRYANT MATTHEWS  
from SUSAN PEARSON 
 
In Memory of BRYANT MATTHEWS  
from THE BOARD OF HUMANE SOCIETY NWI 
 
In Memory of DAVID SPITZER  
from DONALD & JACKIE ROGERS 
  
In Memory of DAVID SPITZER  
from ALICE HUNT-LOUNGES 
 
In Memory of HOPE PANGERE 
 from KAREN TOWNSEND 
  
In Memory of FINLEY  
from ERIC & DONNA ELLIS 
  
In Memory of Our Sweet Horse  

DEBORAH THE CLYDESDALE and her 
friends MAPLE, DEX, RUTHIE & DIVA 
from ALICE HUNT-LOUNGES & TOM LOUNGES 
   
In Memory of ALL ABUSED ANIMALS  
from ALL ANIMAL RESCUE WORKERS  

Lƴ [ƻǾƛƴƎ aŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦΧ 
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In Honor of HENRY & HOPPER 
and their Gotcha Day Three Years 
Ago 
by BILL & DEBRA OLIVER 
 
In Honor of RANDY GUSCHER  
by CAROLYN & KRISTEN BARDEN 
 
In Honor of  
AARON GINTHER & TOM WISCH 
by THOMAS CERE 
 
In Honor of  
TOM & ALICE LOUNGES  
by JAMES & BARBARA SHINOVICH 
 
In Honor of THE KERR FAMILY & 
9[{!Ω{ !/w9{Σ Lb/Φ 
by TOM & ALICE LOUNGES 

      In Honor ofΧ SIGN UP FOR OUR ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER  
We send everyone on our email list a digital copy in a downloadable PDF for-
mat of our quarterly άt!²{ ϧ w9!5έ newsletter. We also post each HSNI 
newsletter as an easy-to-read and easily downloadable PDF digital file online 
at:   www.humanesocietynorthwestindiana.org 

     We love animals help as many as we can. Even though we 
work with amazing and generous vets in the region who partner 
with us to help injured and abused animals, it costs money. We 
need YOUR help too! On Page #7 in this edition you will read the 
story of a dog named Leelah who got a second chance at life 
through just such critical care. 
      Humane Society of Northwest Indiana has a special fund 

called "HOPE'S FUND" named after the dog shown on the left in this article. άIht9Ω{ C¦b5έ is 
used to help dogs in dire need of critical care and surgery. We also have "HELEN'S FUND" for 
kittens and cats also needing such critical care. 
      PLEASE consider helping our shelter and the animals who come here needing critical care. 
Donate to "HOPE'S FUND" and/or "HELEN'S FUND," knowing YOU are saving lives and helping 
suffering animals get healthy again. Send donation to: "Humane Society of Northwest Indiana - 
6100 Melton Road , Gary, IN.  Write in the "memo" area of the check "FOR HOPE'S FUND."  

HELP FUND HELP FUND OUR CRITICAL CARE WOOUR CRITICAL CARE WO RKRK 

HOPEHOPE   



Hey Music Lovers! 
άa¸{¢9w¸ Dw!. .!D{έ 
@ Record Bin BenefitsHSNI    

      For the last two years now, this downtown Hobart 

record shop has offered άaȅǎǘŜǊȅ DǊŀō .ŀƎǎέ with ei-

ther vinyl LPs or CDs to its customers. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from Grab Bag sales are donated to the Humane 

Society of Northwest Indiana.  

       Each sealed brown paper bag has either 5 pre-

owned vinyl LPs or 5 pre-owned CDs for a flat  $5 dona-

tion.  The store has just added DVD and BLU-RAY grab 

bags to the fundraising promotion. Stop in grab a couple 

of άƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ōŀƎǎέ full of top movies.   

      ¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊŜΩǎ ά/ǊƛǘǘŜǊ /ƻǊƴŜǊέ offers a variety of new 

vinyl LPs and CDs for sale. 100% from ά/ǊƛǘǘŜǊ /ƻǊƴŜǊέ 

sales is likewise donated to our shelter.   

       Artists vary and include: Paul Rodgers, Slash, The 

Kings, Edgar Winter, Pentatonix, Savoy Brown, The 

Immediate Family, T. Bear, and others. Pick up music 

and help animals!  The store is also a drop off location 

for HSNI Wish List items. More info: (219) 945-9511. 

 HELP KEEP US SUPPLIED  
             

     With so many puppies, kittens, cats and dogs, you can imagine we go through food like 
crazy.  So we depend on kind-hearted folks stopping by with food and other donations, 
many doing events where attendees are requested to bring donations from our ά²ƛǎƘ [ƛǎǘΦέ  
There are specific kinds of foods and brands that are best for our animals and our shelter. 
       When it comes to foods, we prefer -- Pedigree Puppy Food & Can Dog Food, Purina or 
Pedigree Dog Chow, Purina Cat & Kitten Chow, Small Bite Science Diet Puppy Food -- so that 
our animals have a consistent diet which is good for their tummies. Keeping an animal on a 

steady and consistent brand of food is important for good digestive health. We have many wonder-
ful animals that come for help at Humane Society of Northwest Indiana, and the one thing they all 
bring with them, is a hearty appetite, as they wait for us to help find them a forever home. 

       We are always in need of supplies and our full wish list is found on Page #2 of this newsletter 
and posted at: www.humanesocietynorthwestindiana.com. Call us at (219) 938-3339 for more 
about donating, volunteering at the shelter, or how to adopt one of our dogs or catsΦ  άWish List 
άŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ I{bL Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƻŦ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΣ ƻǊ ŀǘ Service Doctor (5150 E. Lincolnway) in 
Merrillville and Tom Lounges Record Bin (218 Main St.) in downtown Hobart. 
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    Pictured here some of the 
once homeless animals who 
have found forever homes 
through the HUMANE SOCIETY 
OF NORTHWEST INDIANA 
since we printed the SUMMER 
Edition of our άt!²{ ϧ w9!5έ 
quarterly newsletter.  
     Congrats to these animals 
now starting new lives with 
new families. Thanks for giv-
ing these critters a second 
chance!  We appreciate those 
who opt to adopt. Shown 
here are some of the animals 
in our care who were 
adopted this summer. 

HAPPY TRAILS HAPPY TRAILS   
for these for these HAPPY TAILSHAPPY TAILS !! 

  We at the Humane Society of 
Northwest Indiana have been 
blessed through the thoughtfulness 
and pre-planning of a few incredible 
people who remembered our shel-
ter and our animals, as they got 
their estate affairs in order,  by in-
cluding HSNI in their wills.  Those 
sweet, forward-thinking  souls took 
the time to plan ahead, so they 

could continue helping us in our 
mission after their death. Those 
gifts really kept our shelter going 
especially when COVID put a stop to 
our fundraising events.  
      Please consider leaving a legacy 
of love and giving to our animals by 

bequeathing  your vehicles, prop-
erty, collections or some other por-
tion of your estate  to help us carry 

on our work in your honor and your 
memory.   TO MAKE A ONE TIME DONATION: PLEASE FILLOUT AND CLIP THE FORM ABOVE AND SEND IT WITH YOUR DONATION.  In-
formation and questions about how to include Humane Society of Northwest Indiana while doing your estate planning,  can be directed 
to our Executive Director, Freida White, either by phone at (219) 938-3339, or email at: millercritters@yahoo.com. 

LET YOUR GOOD DEEDS LIVE ONLET YOUR GOOD DEEDS LIVE ON ......   
PLEASE CLIP AND SEND THIS FORM WITH YOUR DONATION  

USE MY DONATION FOR  check one 
    ____  General Operating Fund 

    ψψψψ  IƻǇŜΩǎ CǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŜƭȅ ŀōǳǎŜŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ 

    ____  In Memory of_____________________________ 

    ____ In Honor of_______________________________ 



Page 9  

       I wasn't going to post any-
thing, but I feel I need to share 
her story and let all the people 
who helped start her new life 
journey know that our Leelah 
Grace has crossed the Rainbow 
Bridge 
      My heart hurts like it never 
has before. I thought she would 
be around forever.  
      [ŜŜƭŀƘΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ 
why I am a huge advocate for 
spay and neutering and against 
breeding.  
 

BACKSTORY:  
      ά[ŜŜƭŀƘέ aka άIŜǊƻέ started 
life with abuse. Eventually she 

was free, however, 
this sweet girl was 
found by Darlene 
Breitenstein wan-
dering the streets of 

Gary with portions of her skin 
melted off and her eye col-
lapsed in her head from being 
stabbed. 
        After several years at the 
hospital getting laser skin treat-
ments for her burns, she went 
to The Humane Society of 
Northwest Indiana where then-
director Betty Clayton took a 
chance on this sweet girl.  
      In 2013. I started volunteer-
ing at the Humane Society of 
Northwest Indiana, and that is 
when this sweet hyper girl 
came into my life.  
      It was love at first sight. Her 
burns turned into elephant skin, 
fur couldn't re-grow due to the 

burn degree. Despite what she 
had been through early in her 
life, she never acted aggres-
sively nor showed any often 
typical signs of having gone 
through such severe abuse. 
Leelah seemed to recognize she 
was in a safe place with people 
who cared for her and loved 
her.  She responded with the 
same and chose to show herself 
as a normal happy pup.  
       I volunteered several days a 
week until I eventually became 
the Kennel Manager. It took me 
an entire year to be able to 
bring this sweet girl home. In 
August of 2014, she was finally 
mine. Since then, she has al-
ways been by my side. 
      Leelah took immediately to 
her new home and her new 
name. She loved going to pet 
stores, going for walks, espe-
cially walks on the trails. When 
she got tired, she would find a 

blanket and paw it into a ball. 
      When we later rescued two 
stray kittens, she took them as 
her own, which completely 
surprised me. At every step of 
the way Leelah proved to be 
an amazing dog.   
       With heavy hearts, we said 
goodbye to our beloved Lee-
lah in early October. She 
passed away at the age of 15.  
For 13 unforgettable years, 
she was more than just a pet 
-- she was family. Her gentle 
spirit, unwavering loyalty, 
and boundless love touched 
everyone who knew her. 

        [ŜŜƭŀƘΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ 
slow down in her final days, and 
though it was the hardest deci-
sion, we knew it was time to let 
her go peacefully.  She gave us 
everything she had, every single 
day. 
       We could never have found 
a better, more loving dog than 
Leelah.  Thank you to Darlene, 
Betty and all at Humane Society 
of Northwest Indiana for saving 
her.  We will forever be grateful 
to the shelter and their staff for 
doing such a wonderful job in 
saving Leelah, who became my 
άƘŜǊƻΗέ 
      ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ Ƴƛǎǎ [ŜŜƭŀƘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜƭπ
ler tail wags, her soulful eye, 
and the quiet comfort of her 
presence.  She was my shadow, 
my protector, my best friend. 
      Run free, sweet girl. Thank 
you for every moment. You 
were the best. You always will 
be.  

95L¢hwΩ{ bh¢9Υ   
     This is a story that offers 
hope to all animals who have 
suffered or are suffering 
from abuse.   
      This is a story of how we 
as people through the power 
of love can salvage a broken 
and abused animal.   
     LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀ ŘƻƎ L ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ 
ŀǎ άI9whέΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
cases of severe abuse that I first en-
countered after coming to join the 
ranks of The Humane Society of North-
west Indiana.   
     She was a survivor who never gave 
up hope that she would find her happy 
ending home and somehow she never 
gave up faith in human beings despite 
all the wrongs done to her and the pain 
she suffered.  
      The story is told here by the woman 
ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ IŜǊƻΩǎ ǊŜǎŎǳŜΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŦŀƳπ
ily took her in and healed her in all ways 
-- physically, mentally and emotionally.  
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀ ŘƻƎ ǎƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ 
LEELAH GRACE. 

LEELAH: The dog 
who chose to be 
defined by LOVE 

RememberingRemembering   LEELAHLEELAH : :   

How  Love ConqueredHow  Love Conquered   

And Healed Her AbuseAnd Healed Her Abuse   
  by NANETTE BELLby NANETTE BELL   

In Loving Memory of  LEELAH aka Hero 
Our Best Girl 2013 ς 2025 

https://www.facebook.com/darlene.breitenstein?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXdESygUGYWrVNnhqDbqLvfgNt3q3znNrQfh9R18GzT2eD_HU9XubDRgqU1EfN14PSh1c_whcB8_-xYCnaQjP8tfA8WyRB08CxsVy1148iW-FSjxmoAEWgfy48dtpl7aMaE0EbqyvqBETkwbjyvB0ZZvgBJdNkVyGlVN6OZkmwkbw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/darlene.breitenstein?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXdESygUGYWrVNnhqDbqLvfgNt3q3znNrQfh9R18GzT2eD_HU9XubDRgqU1EfN14PSh1c_whcB8_-xYCnaQjP8tfA8WyRB08CxsVy1148iW-FSjxmoAEWgfy48dtpl7aMaE0EbqyvqBETkwbjyvB0ZZvgBJdNkVyGlVN6OZkmwkbw&__tn__=-%5dK-R

